Prayer Shield for Pastors:

Prayer for leaders is the most underutilized weapon of the church. (Peter Wagner)

The Apostle Paul requested prayers:

Colossians 4:3-4 - And pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains. 4 Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should.

1 Thessalonians 5:25 -  Brothers, pray for us

2 Thessalonians 3:1-2 - Finally, brothers, pray for us that the message of the Lord may spread rapidly and be honored, just as it was with you. 2 And pray that we may be delivered from wicked and evil men, for not everyone has faith.

Hebrews 13:18-19 - Pray for us. We are sure that we have a clear conscience and desire to live honorably in every way. 19 I particularly urge you to pray so that I may be restored to you soon. 

Ephesians 6:18 - And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints. 19 Pray also for me, that whenever I open my mouth, words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, 20 for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it fearlessly, as I should. 

Why Pastors Need Prayer

1. More responsibility and _____________________

2. More subject to ________________________

3. More targeted by __________________ ___________________

4. More influence on __________________

5. More __________________

Why Pastors Don’t Ask for Prayers:

1. _____________________

2. __________________  ____________________

3. _________________

4. _________________  _____________________

5. _________________  _____________________

Three Types of Intercessors:

1. I1 – _________________ relationship

2. I2 – _________________ relationship

3. I3 – _________________ relationship

Characteristics of Personal Intercessors:

1. Close ________________ to God – enjoy exceptional intimacy with God.

2. _____________ God’s word – open and obedient 

3. ______________ Intercession – sense God’s call to focus their primary intercession on two or three key persons, strategic leaders in God’s kingdom.

4. _______ of intercession – love to pray and see results of intercession.

5. _______________ – often know things that could have only learned from God by sensitive listening

6. ___________ – are willing to spend many quiet hours with God alone.

7. Open ___________________ - are in touch with the person for whom they are praying

8. ______________  – keep the prayer requests in strict confidentiality, so eventually the leader feels to share his/her deepest hurts and needs.

9. Seasons of ___________ – as human beings they also have ups and downs.

Practical Advice

1. Come as a blessing, not a burden. 

2. Pastors are often extremely busy people. State what the Lord has given you quickly and concisely.

3. Don’t be offended if they don’t speak to you in person. 

4. In case you get a heavy warning from the Lord for them, be sensitive as to whether or not they can handle hearing the warning without being overwhelmed.

5. If you have a dream or a vision, ask the Lord for an interpretation. It is your job to interpret, not theirs. 

6. It may take time to build trust in the validity of your ministry. Be faithful in praying and the relationship will come.

7. Do not flaunt the fact that you are their prayer partner. Shielding the pastor is a confidential trust.

8. Remember to pray for their families. 

9. Give the leaders feedback in what the Lord is telling you.

10. Be spiritual, not mystical.

11. Be a team player.

12. There are two times when the pastor is especially needy - the night before they minister and the time directly after.

13. Learn the art of restraint.

14. Pray protection for your own family as well.

15. Because intercessors are in the frontlines of the spiritual battlefield, we have to make sure we are submitted to every authority God has placed over our lives. 

16. Know the enemy. Do not wage war unprepared. But, at the same time, focus on knowing God instead of the enemy.  
1 Samuel 30:24 - The share of the man who stayed with the supplies is to be the same as that of him who went down to the battle. All will share alike." 
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